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Although Sebastian “Saj” Thachenkary  
has lived in Shorewood for more than  
20 years, he admits he didn’t know much 
about the Shorewood Foundation before 
he became a board member in 2014.

“Since that time, it’s been amazing to 
learn how much the foundation has done 
and the rich history of its impact on the 
Village,” says Thachenkary, who succeeded 
Alicia Domack as president in 2016. He 
suspects he wasn’t the only Shorewoodian 
with a vague understanding of the foun-
dation and the many Village initiatives 
it supports. “That lack of awareness,” he 
says, “means we need to continue to get 
better at telling our story.”

One of the oldest community nonprofits 
in Wisconsin, the Shorewood Foundation 
began investing in the community upon 

its formation in 1964. With the steward-
ship of a volunteer board independent  
of Village government, the foundation 
raises money to “enhance the culture, 
beauty, quality of life and neighborhood 
spirit of Shorewood, helping ensure that 
it remains a special place to live, work  
and visit.”

Thachenkary acknowledges that this  
mission is a broad one. With the help 
of past foundation presidents including 
Domack and Bob Dean, the board has 
embarked on a strategic planning  
process to help sharpen its focus.

By Paula Wheeler

Shorewood Foundation Board Seeks Community 
Input to Help Define Future Direction

Sharpening its Focus:

(continued on page 14)

KEY INITIATIVES 

Exclusive sponsor, 
4th of July Fireworks (since 2003)

Exclusive sponsor,  
Shorewood Farmers Market

Shorewood Ghost Train

Gensler Theater sound and  
lighting improvements

SHS Media Center furniture

Shorewood Band Program

Shorewood Schools  
playground equipment  

and bike racks

Summer school art program  
sketchbooks

Shorewood Connects Yard  
Clean-Up hats

Shorewood Concert Band   

SHS Scholarships 
and Post-Prom Event

Shorewood Senior Resource Center  
via the Benjamin Fund

RedGen Resiliency through  
Change speaker series

Shoreline Interfaith  
Neighborhood  

Outreach Program

Plein Air Art Festival

Hubbard Park Concert Series

Shorewood Swim Club

Welcome New Neighbors Program

of the money under  
Shorewood Foundation  
stewardship is invested  

into Shorewood. 

100% 
Nearly

Above: The Shorewood Foundation’s current 
president, Saj Thachenkary, at the Shorewood  
Library, which the foundation supported in 2004 
with a $75,000 grant.
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Win VIP seating for 12 at the 
opening of the Ghost Train  

on October 31.
Space made available through the  
generous support of HarborChase.

Celebrate
Shorewood

Help us celebrate Shorewood  
and usher in fall at the  

Shorewood Foundation’s  
annual event.

Mix and mingle with your neighbors  
and friends over heavy hors d’oeuvres, a 

cash bar and a limited but fantastic silent 
auction.

Saturday, September  24 
6 – 9 p.m. at HarborChase 

1111 East Capitol Drive

Purchase tickets today at 
shorewoodfoundation.org/

celebrate-shorewood

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!1924
(continued from page 13)

Resident input is key to this process, and the board is 
working on ways to reach out to Shorewoodians to learn 
more about the kinds of initiatives they would like to see 
the foundation prioritize going forward. “By listening and 
better understanding what’s important to our residents,  
we hope to focus our efforts to best serve them,” 
Thachenkary explains. 

An extensive background in marketing communications  
is just one asset that Thachenkary, currently the marketing 
director at Alverno College, brings to the board’s leader-
ship. Another is an infectious enthusiasm for the  
Shorewood community.

“My wife, Jackie, and I began as young renters, and  
we’ve since owned homes on Larkin Street and Wildwood 
Avenue — both of which have been recognized as ‘blocks  
of the year’ with wonderful neighbors who embody the 
very best of Shorewood,” Thachenkary says. 

His fellow board members, he says, are an energetic and 
creative group with diverse professional backgrounds and 
a shared passion for maximizing Shorewood’s potential. 
Currently, the foundation has 12 active members, but a 
full board is 15. “We’re actively looking to fill those three 
additional spots,” Thachenkary notes. “I would encourage 
anyone interested to grab coffee with any board member 
or consider applying at shorewoodfoundation.org.”

The board is taking a fresh approach to this year’s annual 
fundraising event (see page 19) on Sept. 24 at Harbor-
Chase. Celebrate Shorewood promises to be an informal 
evening gathering that will feature signature drinks named  
for the foundation’s areas of support (the Fireworks  
Margarita, the Ghost Train Old Fashioned) and a small 
silent auction with a chance to win 12 VIP seats for the  
Ghost Train opening on Halloween night (see page 18).

The event is an opportunity to welcome new supporters 
and also acknowledge foundation donors at all levels.  
“We are thankful for Bill Benjamin’s million-dollar gift  
on behalf of the Senior Resource Center and for our 
neighbor’s $25 gift on behalf of the Fourth of July  
fireworks,” Thachenkary says. “No matter the size of  
the donation, it’s given from your heart for our home,  
and every gift makes Shorewood better.”
For more information about the foundation, a board roster and 
ways to get involved, visit shorewoodfoundation.org.
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